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James 4+ 8, 9, 10. Chpmnſe = Hands ye Sinners, and pnrifie your 
Hearts ye Double-minaed ; * be Aﬀiitted, and Mour n, and Weep, 
let your Laughter be huracd to Mourning, and your Joy te Heavji- 
neſs ; Humble your ſelves in __ of the Lord. 

Ifath 1.28. For the Deftruttian of the Tranſgreſſors and of the Sin- 
- Hol be together, and they that forſake the Lord ſhall be con- 

amed, 

Matthew 3. 8. Bring forth therefore Fruits wget for Repent ance. 
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The Courteous Reader 1s deſired to amend the Faults that 
have eſcaped the Preſs as followeth, 


Ape 3 line 23 for adminiſtred them read adminiſtred to them. 
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A Fathful'W ARNING once 
more to the Inhabitants of 


ENGLAND, Ec. 


O England * England 4 | 
Y Bowels are pained within me for thee, and my $Spi 
rit is bowed before the Lord on thy bebalf ; whoſe 
Day of. Viſitation has beep loug, and the ftrivings of 
the Lord much with thee, to gather thy Inhabitants 
into peace with him.  O. that thou may*ſt not po on in thy 
Tranſ{greſſion and Rebellion againft the living God ; bot ma ſt 
humble thy ſeJf under his mighty hand, and #epert in Duſt and 
Aſvcs, before the Day of thy Vifitatugncomes to.an end, and 
the Dogr of Mercy be ſhut ggain& thee-, | 
For God's long-ſuffering hath, been great towards thee, and 


+ 4 


hath waited to be gractous/untothee gvery way.For how have the 
Mercies of God abounded towards thee in wany refpetts, in af- 
fording both inward and outwardBleſlings 2 {o-that he hath ma'- 
nifeſte his good will towards thy lnhabitants, O' England ? in 
giving thee plenty of all outward En jyments tram one” Staſon'te 
another : $0 that we may ſay ; What could the Lord have done 
more, than he has done for thee? And though there hath not been 
a1ight uſe made of his tender Mercics and*Baounty ,, 'but have 
been ſpent in Rioting and Exceſs, to thegreat:Diſhonour of God; 
yet how bath he been p aled in his-tender Mercies/& For hear- 
ance t9 continne his Bleftings\6ne year after-another, to !ſee; if 
thy Inhabitants would be;reclaimed, .avd come 'to conſider the 
hand that has Adminiſtred txthew. - And ow he hath 
ſo-"etiumes let us ſee, thathe could'blaſt the Fruit 6t the Earth 
in a moment, ad bring ſcarcity, and. pining ##unger, and bath 
threatned us with ir many a time in Judgment; ' yet. how hath 
he been graciouſly plealedrin Mercy-aad | Compaſſion 

2 ro 


ts this poor Nation, to dirert his Judgments threatned, and 


cauſed his wonted Goodneſs to abound again: Yet none of \ 


theſe Dealings of the Lord hath prevailed with many of thy 

Inbabitants, to-bow in humility befofe the Mighty God. 
And as the Lordharh been bortnriful in his Mercies outward, 
and hath given us plexty of! Ernjoyments 3 ſo hath bis Goodneſs 
and tender Mercy been manifeſted in a peculiar manner to this 
Nation /firicually, in giving a Day of Yi/#ation, and cauling his 
Alarvelows Light, even the Light of bis own Son to ſhyne into their 
Hearts, whereby the Deeds of Darkneſs and hidden things of 
Diſhoneſty have been brought to Light; and hath clearly ſhewn 
to Men, what their Thoughts are : And hath made a Diſcove- 
ry of Sin, which hath lodg?d in the Hearts of the Children of 
Men, for this end, that they might Repent thereof, and for- 
ſakethe evil of their ways, that fe might have” Mercy on them; 
For there 4s Mercy with the Lord, that he may be feared. For 
God would have none to periſh in their Sins; but rather that 
they ſhould amend and Live. And becanſe Man is not able to 
Repent of himſelf, nor to incline to that which is Good, but 
prone to Evil in his own depraved Nature, God in his tender 
Mercy to Mankind hath given'a Meaſure of his own Spirit to 
profit with, which is ſufficient to incline the heart of Man, and 
give him ability to Repent and to turn to God, if he receive it, 
.and ſubmit thereunto. And by this Spirit he is reproving for 
Sin, andcalling to the Sons and Daughters of Men, as he did 
Þy his Servant the prophet to //raelof old ; O Turn ye, turn 
ye: Why will you Dye! And for this end alſo hath he ſent 
forth his Servants and Miniſters in our day, who have Labonred 
amengſt thy Inhabitants (O England ! ) for a long time, Tra- 
velling through many Perils and Sufferings. And the end of 
their Labours and Travels amongft you, hath been (as theirs 
"was of old) Torurn you from Darkneſs to the Light, (of Chriſt) 
and from Satan's power to God. And the chief thing that they 
have had in their Eye, and the very Bent of their Souls and 
Spirits, and Supplications that have aſcended to God through 
them on your bebalf, hath been, That you might come to true 
Repentance, and Amendment of Life, and that thereby ye might 
pertake of the ſame Benefit and Bleſſings” which' they did «1 
1\ ol 5 


-—_ —_— p——_ —_+ —_ © þFz& — 


Wh iis + PIE IEA  F7 a Ee Ons 3 PIG 

4, who anſwered the viſitation of God, and received the offers 
,f mercy through Chriſt to them, which was the forgiveneſs of 
Sins, 41d an Inheritance "_ them who are ſanttified, by Faith 
that is in Chriſt, A@ts 26. 18, 

And notwithſtanding all the offers of Mercy and tender Viſi- 
tations towards thee, and the long-ſuffering of God, which 
ought to have led to Repentancez yet kow have many hardned 
their Hearts and ſtifned their Necks ag ainſt the Lord, and lighted 
the ſtriving of his Spirit with them, and would have none of his 
Reproof ; but loved their Pleaſures more then the Spirit of God, 
that Reproves for them, and have RejeQed his tender Offers of 
mercy towards them, and alſo the Labours and Travels of - his 
Servants, whole ſincerity is known to God ! And inſtead of 
turning from the evil of your wayes, and ceaſing to do evil, and 
learning to do well (which was the Advice and Connfel of God 
to a People of old, and, no doubt, is the ſame toall in this day) 
yet how doth Iniquity abound amongſt men of all ranks, both 
highand low, as if they were reſoly'd to trample upon all offers 
of mercy from God. So that it is Evident, men are'out of the 
fear of God, letting themſelves looſe in profaneneſs, and to 
work iniquity with Greedineſs, and ſpending their pretious 
time in Drunkenreſs and Exceſs ; whereby the good Creatures 
of God, which are given in mercy, are waſted and conſumed 
upon mens Luſts ;, as if they came into the World'for no other 
end, but to gratifie the volnpruous mind and fieſply deſires, which 
ought to be kept down and crucified by the Crofs of Chrift, 
which is the Power of God ; whereby all that ever come to 
peace, and to live to God in Spirit, and not to themſelves, are 
crucified to the World, and the aforeſaid fleſhly and carnal de- 
fires, and the Werld to them. And without this, no man can 
be reconciled to God, nor pertake of fellowſhip and peace with 
him. 

But Alas ! Inſtead of bowing to this holy Power, and anſwer- 
ing the Advice of Chriſt, which was to all, to take uptheir dai- 
ly Croſs, and to follow him, that they might be his Diſctples ; 
and ſubmitting to his holy Spirit (which is given to be a Leader 
'and'Guiderto all that ever come to Chriſt) and thereby beirg 
brought to a conſideration of their latter End, and a Fe 
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that they might both ſpend their time, and improve every Ln. 
joyment which God gives them, to the end for which 4t was 
given and beſtowed upon them, and thereby manifeſting, that 
they area people given upto ſerve God, and not themſelves ; 
may itnot be ſaid of too many, as the Prophet {aid by way of 
reproof concerning /ſ-acl of old, The People ſate donn to Eat and 
te Drink, and roſe up to Play, Exod. 32. 6. And 1s not this the 
caſe of many of thy [nhabitants / © England ! Alas, how art thay 
fallen under the ſaiwc miſery and Judgment which a People did 
of old, who were unmindful of kim, that-had been as atender 
Father to them. To waoem he puts the Queſtion on this wile : 
Can a Maid forget ber Ornament, or c Bride her Attire?! yet my 
People bave' forgotten me days without number, Jer. 2. 32. And 
again, Thou baf forgotten the God of thy Salvation, and baſt ngt 
been n:1ndful of the Rech, of thy Strength, &c, ia. 17,10. Therefore 
thus ſaith the Lord God ;, becauſe thou haſt forgotten ame, and caſt 
me behind thy back, therefore bear thou alſo thy Lenaneſs and thy 
Whoredonis,  Ezek. 23. 35. 

So that it iS not mens Or/ſide ſhon's or pretences to God and 
, Religion, that Intitles them with an intersſt in him ; if that 
would haye done, //raet hed not been threatned with Judgments : 
For thus faith the Lord concerning a Generation of Hypocrites 
of old ; They ſeek, ne daily, aud delight rokzow my wayes they 
taks 4 dclight in approaching 10 God, Iſs. 58.2, As if they had 
been a deyoted People to God z-+but it was not for a good End; 
tor their Kearts were rotten and-corrupr. So that they did not 
glorifie God,though they made a ſhew of ſaft1»g and approaching 
near to-him,and of ſeeking after him; ſee verſ.4.5. Wherefore the 
Lord ſaid, Foraſmuch as this People {rap near me with their Aoutbs, 
& with their Lips do honour, me but hae removed their Hearts far from 
me,& their fear towards me is taugh: by the Precepts of men: I berefere 
behold! F'wilt proceed to do a marvellous wirk, and a wonder ;, for 
the Wiſdom of the wiſe men fhall periſh, ard the Unuerftanding of 
#he prudent ſhall be hid, Ia, 29.13, 1:4. For it never -was mens 
ont ſide ſhew and pretences, that rendred em acceptsble to God 
under: any: diſpenlation whatſoever: for he ever abominaced 
kypocrifie and deceit,” as'is clearly mavite by -bis reproof to 
d{racl on-this wile, To what purpoſe is 1:6. mullitude of your Sacri- 
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ex wato me ? I am full of the Burm-Offerings, &c. When you come 
0 appear before me, who hath required thus at your hand to tread my 
ourts ? Bring no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an abomination 
inte me © your New- Moonr,and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth : 
1d when ye ſpread forth your hands, I will bide mine Eyes from you; 
when ye make many pryer's 1 will not hear : (but he gives the rea- 
on why he will not hear) Toxr hands are full of Blood, Ifa.1.11, 
12,13, 14, 15- But this is the Counſel he gives, (and [pray 
od all would take it in time, before it be too late,and it be ſaid, 
et him that is filthy, be filthy ſtil) Waſh you, make you elean ; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine Eyes : ceaſe to do evil, 
earn to do well ;, ſeek Fudgement relive the oppreſſed,judge the Father < 
[:,plead for the Widow,&c.tbid. verſe 16, 17.) They that do this, 
zave the promiſe of God of the blotting out of their Sins and 
[ranſgrefſions, and of an habitation in the good Land or King: 
am of Peace forever. 

But when inſtead of taking the Counſel of God, and doin 
hat Truth requires, and performing their duty to God, an 
ze towards another, men are given up to Exceſs, Rioring 
1d Drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonel;, as many of thy In« 
ibitants arez is it not a certain ſign, they have forgotten God 2 
otwithſtanding all their profeſſion and talk of him ; andare in 
at ſtate, that Moſes cryed out againſt Iſrael! for ; Of the Rock 
at begat thee, thou art unmindful, and haſt forgotten God that 
rmed thee. And when the Lord ſaw it, he p Kong. them, becauſe 
the provoking of his Sons and Daughters; end he ſaid, 1 will 
de my Face from them, 1 will ſee what their end ſhall be ; for they, 
eavery froward Generation, Children in whom u no Faith, Deut. 
3.18, 19, 20. By theſe things they provoked God 'to anger z 
'r (ſaid he) 4 Fire i kindls in my anger, and ſhall bon unto the 
ej Helt, and ſhall conſume the Earth with her increaſe, and ſet on 
re the Foundation of the AMo«ntajns. I'mwill heap miſchief upon 
m, I will ſpend mine Arross xpon them. They ſhall be burnt with 
wger, and devoured Witi: vurning Heat, and with bitter Peſt rufti- 
- ]bid. verſe 22. 23, 24. Theſe were the miſeries which 
oſe rebellious Gene aYici:3 brought upon themſelves by for 
tungot, the Lord their God, whoſe tender Mercies hay hee 


often extended to them, and his hand of Power preſerving in 
many Difficulties and Dangers. 
Now it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 1/rael at that time did forget 
to Ta/kof God, or to profeſs him, nor to: offer $S: crifice. and- 
Offerings to him; tat they forgot to. Fear him, and to Glorife 
him as God, and to give that Subjection and Obedience to Him 
and his Requirings, as was his Due and their. Duty, viz. To 
walk_in 1s Statures and Fudgments': . 1 his was. a Duty Incum- 
bent upon them ; and the neglect thereof was. manifelt Ingrati- 
tude on their- parts, becauſe he had done more {or them, then 
any other Nation. Neither did they do the Will and Works 
of God ; but their own will and works ; and fet up themſelves 
in their own imaginations, and rejefted the Orderings of the 
Lord : Neither were they ſubject ro the divine. Power of God, 
which gives the true Knowledge of himiclf, and .of the Myſte- 
ries of his Kingdom; and yet at the ſame time made a Pro- 
{cſlion of God, and had a ſeeming Zeal for him z and yet were 
provoking God to anger by their Stift-neckedneis ard Rebelli: 
on againſt the Arm of the Lord, that had brought them out of 
the Land of Egypr, and Houſe of Bondage, and brought them.in./ 
the good Land. This was the Forgerfalneſs that; lay. -at their 
Doors; and this is that Forgerfulne/s, which lies at the Doors 
of many of the Inhabitants of Englard. . 
For thovgh there is a great Profeſſion of God, and talk of 
him in words ; yet it is too evident, that many in their. Deeds 
and Works deny him; As is too. apparent by the» Horrible 
Oathes and Curſing, and calling upon- Ged for Damnation, buth 
upon themſelves and others ; as if they had no Senſe or Conli- 
deration of that Eternal and Divine Being. But let all ſuch 
know, when God Recompences them according to their doings 
and works, they will then find Ramnation comes ſaon cnovgh. 
And what could Sedom and. Gomorab. be guilty-of, that this 
Nation is not? Oh! the multitude of: Evils which abound 3- 
mongſt 'many both high and low ; and no appearance of Repen- 
tance and.Hamiliation becauſe thereof! ; which provokes the 


pnre,, holy God to Anger, and, cauſes | a-withdrawing of bis 
Won bs. a threatning, of : Judgment, Miſery and Deſtruction 


and 


9 | | 
And who can take a view, and conſider the Debaucbery and 
Pride of this Nation, and not Mourn? Which is come toa 
very high degree : The Immodeſt and AboninableTowring, and 
Impudent Dreſſes of Women in our day z #nd the Extravagancies, 
of Men, andthe Lofrineſs and Wartonnefs of both ; their very, 
Countenance and Carriage demonſtrates them to be an hardened 
Generation,andarrived to an high pitch of open Profaneneſs, 
if not of Atheiſm it ſelf; which God is angry with and abomi- 
nates, and his Indignation, Wrath and heavy, Diſpleaſure is 
near to'break forth becauſe of theſe things z and will unavoid- 
ably fall upon allthe Prowd, and the Lofty, and Profanc as an e-- 
ternal Weight,- and will ſink them down into the Lake of Per- 
dition for evermore, if there be not a forſaktng the Evil of their 
ways, and aturning to God, before the Day of their Viſitation 
come to an End. | | 
For can/any Man or Woman think, that fuch things, which 
were provoking Sins of old, for which God threatned _ Judg- 
ment, and ſhewed his ſignal Difpleaſureagainſt, on' this 7 
fayitig, The Daughters of Zion are High, and walk with firgtched 
out Necks aid wanton Eyes, walking and mincing as they go, &C. 
Therefore the Lord will ſmite with a Stab the Crown of the Head of 
the Daughter of Zion, and will d;ſcover hey ſecret parts, Iſa. 3. 16, 
ſ7. tay, if theſe things occaſioned Judgment, both to be 
threatned and executed too, and the ſtroke of the hand of the 
Lord to fall heavy upon them 4 in verſe 24, 25,26.) God is 
the ſame, and changeth not. Therefore let no Man think or 
ſuppoſe (for if they do, 'its'a vain ſuppoſition) that God will 
wink at Evils of ſo deep or deeper dye in our Day, or forget to 
excute Judgment upon ſuch as are_guilty thereof in our Age : 
No; No, ſuch things were ever Abomination to him, and did 
always draw down hisheavy Wrath and Diſpleaſure vpon that 
Perſon, Nation of People, that were guilty of ſuch Evils ; which 
at this day ren throbgh this'Nation as a mighty Current : The 
holy Scriptures are full of Inſtances, that might be brought. 
Therefore let no Man deceive himſelf, God will not be mocked ; 
luch as every Man ſows, ' ſuch ſtall heireap : Tribulation aud 
Anguiſh will fall uponevery Soul of Mah that does Evil. For he 
will not quitthe Guilty,' nor ſpeak peace to the Wicked : For 


thongs 


(19) 
thouob the. Wicked joyn hand in $6708 ſhall not be unpuniſhed, 
Prov. 11.21. So that it behoves all that tender the Honour of 
God, 'and the Salvation of their Souls, to conſider and be pon- 
derons in thejr-Thpughts, and break off from that ſervitude to. 
Satan'and their qwn Lults, which they have been Captivated/by; 
that bythe pure Spirit and Word of eternal Life, they may be 
tranſlated out of the Kingdom of Darknels intq the Kingdom of 
the dear Son of God, and may yield their Members Servantsto 
Holineſs, that their end may be everlaſting Life ; T hen would 
Men be faithful and true to Gad,and true oneto-anotherjſeeking 
the good and welfate one of another every way. . | 
But Alas ! .How doth Treacheryalſo and Falſe-heartedneſs one 
towards another,and Circumventing,Over:reaching, and Defraud- 
ing one another abound ? which is nota fulfilling of the Law and 
the Prophets ; but on the contrary,a breaking ang violating,and 
indeed, a making yaid the very bonds of humane Society, Which 
ſtill beſpeaks people void of the true fear of God, and without 
any regard to him,or the promotion of the honour of his Name, 
and pure&eligion. For though there is a Profeſſion of Religion and . 
Chriſtianity amongft many, its but a Cloak and a meer Pretence 3 
they being at the ſame time Enemies tothe Life and Subſtance of 
that Religion they pretend to. For whoſoever lives in.the Luſt of 
the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye,and the Pride of Life, are not Religi- 
ons, but Irreligious, or Enemies to Rel;yion. For true Relegion 
teacheth other things,to keep in the fear of God, Sobriety and 
Moderation in all things. For If any mas ſeem tobe Religious,aud 
bridleth'not bis Toague (and Aﬀections too ) bur deceywetth bis own 
heart, this mans Religion # vain ; That is, ſach a Kelig:on will do 
him no good it wili never recommend him to God, nor Inveſt 
him with an .Intereſt in God's Kingdom, nor eſtabliſh him in 
peace,neither in this World, nor in that which is*fome. For pure 
Religion and undefiled before God and the Father gs thus , Towifit the 
Fatherleſs and Widow: in their Af;dt10us,and to keep himſelf unſpots 
red from the World, Fam, 1.26. 27. Therefore it is not feigned 
words and empty Noiſes and notions, though of good things, that 
will do : but it muſt be an upright heart and ſincerity both to 
God and Man, and ſhewing forth his Praiſe in an bolyLife and 
godly Converſation,coupled with the. fear of God; and heady 
| | cnon- 


Fe: LE, 7 ER Rs ets oy 3 I "Is 
TI 
demonſtrating to the World, that we are the people of God. - 
For if peoples Lives an! Converſations do not ſhew forth the 
Vertues of him they do profels, their Profeſſion is vain, , and 
inks in the Noſtrils of God. | = 
But Alas! inſtead of this, how is alſo a Selfiſh,Prophane, Am- 
bitious Spirit and Mind entrec,and hath taken place, | may fay, 
is rootcd (through the frequent giving way to Satan's 1empra- 
tions)even in the very natures ot many of the Inhabitants of this 
Nation ; ſo that they are unaccuſtomed to do good, even thoſe 
who both are in a Station to ſhew better examples to others,and 
alſo have power put into their hands to be a Terror to fuch F- 
vit-doers (which have brought a Diſhonour upon the worthy 
Name of Chriſt, our Saviour) and a Praiſe to them that do well. 
But is this done ? No, have not many ſuch becn Examples ang 
Paterns of Evil, as Pride, Ambution, Drunkenneſs, Cerfinds, Exorbi- 
tant Oaths, Revellings, Extr«4 1gancies, Wh aredoms Self er derneſs & 
the like; {cking their own tionour and Greatnefs,and'to pro- 
mote their own Intereſt, more than the Honour of God, or the 
Intereſt of pure Religion, And have,as it were; Ft Juſtice and 
Truth fall in. the ſtreer, .not letting Juſtice have its right ure, 
but perverting it,to ſerve their own baſe and ungodly ends” not 
regarding what injury was cone to others,or dilthonour | to the 
Name of God,if they cou!d þut make themſclves great, thovgh 
by never ſuch indirect ways, Sc” © Sear 
Theſe are ſome of the cr92mg Sim of this Nation, which caviſe 
the juſt God to threaten us ; many and various Judgments, 
which are near to be poured out upon us, and will nnadvoidably 
break forth like a devouring Fire(lam afraid )opon many, with- 
out any wixiure of Mercy, if a ſpeedy and 1nfcigncd Repen- 
; tance ang Reformation be not Kiown: ics | 
_ , And therefore Bow, bew belore the Mighty God, #nd Pumble 
your ſelves before him before It be too late; ard leavecft all 
your <£v1] Courſes, and turn froin every evil way, end: throw a- 
ide all A-;bitton and Coverows praftices, which are the very root 
of Evi!.and inlet and open door to all the Animo/ities, Prejudices 
and Heart-burnings one againſt another, which that Selfiſvand 
Lordly ſpirit afore-mentioned'is the ground and rife of -* 
And let all Butrerneſs and Envy, and Hanghtineſs, and Self Ex. 
B2 | alt ation 
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al1ation be thrown aſide for ever ; for theſe have heen the cauſe 
ot all the Miſchiefs and Miſeries, which have come upon this Na 
tion and all the World. ls ir not mens Ambition and Pride, that 
has made the Nations at this day like an heap of Confuſion, K 1: 

ling and Deſtroying one another,not like men, nor as if there was 
any Conlideration, that we are all Fellow- Creatures, and the 
.workmanſhip of God, bur like Beaſts of prey, or lhe Wolves r4- 
ving the prey to ſhed Bluod,and to deſtroy Souls to get diſhoneſt Gain ? 
Ezek. 22.27. And whats it for, but to gratifie the Avarice, 

Pride and Luſt of men ? Did not the Apoſtle give a right Defi- 

nition of the root and cauſe of theſe Unchriſtian Fruits and 

praQtices, the very riſe and ground from whence they proceed ; 

when he laid, From whence comes Wars and Fightings among you ? 

Come they not hence, even of your Luits? Fam. 4.1. For if 

all men would be contented with, and in that Station, which 

God the Creator of all (and who knows the hearts and pur- 

poſes of all) hath been pleaſed to place them in, and did they 

ſhew forth the Vertues of him who hath Created them, in Do- 

ing good to all, but hurt nor injury to none ;, and thereby declaring 

themſelves to be the Children of our heavenly Father, there 

would be no occaſion of Strife, nor of Wars and Fig brings: But 

as God, who has given life and being to man) is a Divine Being 

of Love and Peace; So would his Creatien be in Peace and Unity 

one with another, were they but kept within the bounds, ard 

onder the Government and Condudt of that power from whence 

they have their being. For certain it is, theſe things ſpring from 

an evil root, which Satan (the Enemy of all Righteouſneſs and 

;good to man) hath ſeated in the very Nature of man through 
Diſobedience ; and not from Chriſt the living Root ; (which all 

muſt be in, that ever know the Foundation of Chriſtianity ) and 
are Chriſtian Fruits, nor of the Spirit of Chrilt, but the contra- 
Ty, 24z. the Fruits of the Fleſh : . For tbe Fruits and Works of the 

Fleſh are manife#t (as the Apoſtle ſaith) Adulteries, Fornications, 

"Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Variance, Emu- 
dation Wrath,Strifes,Scditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Murders, Drunk- 
enneſs, Revellings and ſuch like,Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Now theſe are 

Fruits of Darkneſs, (and proceed ſroit! the power of Satan) that 

arc oppoſite to Chriſtian Fruits,and to the Nature of Chriſtiani- 
: ty 
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ty it ſelf. And what ground there is for any, who are guilty 
of ſuch things, to claim an intereſt in Chriſt, becauſe of an out- 
ward Profeflion of him, or to eſteem themſelves Chriſtians, [ 
know not: For its evident, that ſuch are Enemies to God, (and 
therefore not Lovers of him) and are trampling under foot the 
blood of Chriſt, and are doing deſpite to the Spirit of Grace 

(and therefore not ſealed with it, nor guided by it) and areex- 

cluded from any true ground of hope of Inheriting the King. 

dom of God (Gal. 5.21.) till a true and unfeigned Repentance be 

known, and a turning from the power of Satan (which is the 

root of -all theſe Evils) to the Power and Spirit of the living 

God, which is given to every one to profit with ; and until by 

the Vertue and Blood of Chriſt ye feel a being changed, not» 
only in your Opinions and Notions, but in your Hearts and Af- 

fetions, and cut off from the evil 100t and wild Olive-Trec, 

(which is wild by Nature, which hath been too long ſeated in 

mens Natures, and they carried away thereby ) and be grafted 

into Chriſt, the true and living Vine and Root of eternal Life ; 

and by a true ſubjeftion to his Power and Spirit in the Soul, a 

through and effeftual change be wrought upon all the- Faculties 
thereof, that holy and pure Fruits of the Spirit may be manifeſt, 
(for therein God is well-pleaſed) which are theſe, Love, Foy, 
Peaceglong-Suffermg, Gentleneſs,Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tempe- 

rance,&c. (Ibid verſe 22,23.) That theſe may be brought forth 
in and through all, are the deſires of my Soul to the Lord, to the 

utter aboliſhing all the Fruits of the Fleſh, which are as a dead 

weight upon the Soul,and keeps it down in the Grave of Sin and 

deſtitute of the Life and Vertue of Chriſt. For they that are 
Chriſts Followers and true Believers in him, have taken vp their 
daily Croſs (to all that which is contrary to God, according to 
his DoQtrine) which is the Power of God ; whereby the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were Crucified to rhe World, and the World unto 
them, and the Fleſh with the Aﬀetions and Luſt: (Ibid verſe 24. ) 
And by the ſame we muſt be Crucified to thoſe evil Aﬀections, 
and Luſts, which War againſt the Soul, and muſt know the En- 

mity ſlain, and the Work of Mortification and Reconciliation 

wrought ; orelſe we (hall never know our peace made with 

God, nor Salyation to our Immortal Souls. 


For 


For it is avain thing, to pretend to Chriſtianity and to be fol. 
lowers of Chriſt, if People do not ſubmit to that which brings 
them into the Root and Subſtance of Chriſtzanity, whereby an 
holy and God-like Life is brought forth in this preſent evil 
World: This is the great want amongſt the Sons & Daughters of 
men in general.For the higher any mans Pretenlions are to good 
things, and yer livesa life contrary thereto, the more provo. 
king it is to God ; & the {greater & heavier will his Judgment be. 

For what was the Reaſon thatChriſt onr Lord vpbraided theſe 
Cities of old ? was it becaule they had no pretences to good 
things, to God ard Religion? No, but becauſe they were 
rich and full, and high in Notions, and had had a Day of Viſita- 
tion afforded them, and he had done many mighty Works a- 
monegſt them; and yet they did neither believe in. him, nor Ke- 
pet of their Sins: but continued in hardneſs of Heart and oppo- 
ſition to Chrilt, notwithſtanding the mighty Works wrought 
amongft them ; and therefore he pronounced Wo againſt them; 
Wo unto the Chorazin ! Wo unto thee Bethlaida ! For if the mighty 
Works which were dove in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they weuld have Repented long ago: It ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon, at the day of Fudgment, then for you And thou Ca- 
pernaum, which art exalted unto Heaven, ſhalt be brought down to 

Hell. It ſhall be more tolerable for the Land of Sodom in the day of 
Tudgment, than for thee, Mat, 11. 21,422,232 4- | 
And what is the Reaſon, the Inhabitunts of England are 6 
corrupted, and that the Nation is ſo over-run with Ungodlineſs 
and Debauchery, as Car ſings, Swearing s, Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms, 
Murders, Treachery, Pride and Exceſs! with many other things, 
that might be mentioned : Is it becauſe they do not profeſs 
Chriſtianity, or have had no Light nor Day of Viſitation af- 
forded them ? or that God hath not called. to them, and ſtretch: 
ed out his Hand and Arm tothem ? Is this the Reaſon ? No,no; 


God hath given them one Viſitation after another,both in Mercy 


and in Judgment, and hath cauſed his marvellous Light to ſhine 
inthem, & Teſtimony to be born thereunto many a time, by his 
faithful Servarts,& hath ſtretched forth hisArm,l may ſay,almoſt 


all the day long, in order to have gathered them near to himſelf : 


But Alas, they have been a Gain-ſaying & Rebellious people, 
ve 
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zve loved & taken pleaſure in that, which the Call of GoLbath 
een» and is out of ; ſo, it hath not been for want af £:9kb, bet 
ir want of hearts to believe, receive and to love the Light Tar 
ight is come into the World, and is diſcovering thehgy oh 
hereof , but this is the Judgment and Miſery that is av&yqany 
hey have loved Darkyeſs rather than Light and have not, bro iy 


beir Deeds to the Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. Faye 
ne that doth evil, hateth the Light,neither cometh to the Light Ugs/ 
is Deeds ſhould be reproved ;, But he that doth Truth,cometh tothe 
ight,that bis Deeds may be made mamfeſt, that they are wrought in 
od, Tohn 3. 20,21, 
And ſeeing, it is ſo evident, that the Reaſon of the aboundin 
{ the Impieties and thoſe crying Sinsaforementioned,is, becauſe 
xcople have ſhuc their Ears againſt the Call of God, and the Re- 
roofs of his holy Spirit, and have hardened their hearts againſt 
ie Lord, and would not bow to his Counſel. And have Lo- 
ed their own ways and pleaſures more than they have Loved 
od and his way, and thereby bave become Slaves to their own 
uſt and Pleaſures, which in the end will prove bitter, and In- 
olve them into Miſery and Woe. Therefore all you, whoſe 
Day of Viſitation is not yet come toan end, but there is yet 
22wels of Mercy earning towards you, and the Lords call is ſtill” 
ontinued to you, and his Arm of goodneſs is ſtretched forth to 
ather you; hearken to his Voice and take his Counſel, Bow to 
he Lord ; Break off from your Sins by unfeigned Repentance : 
eek the Lord while he may be found ; call upon bim, whilſt he 
near. For Chriſt.is come tothe Door of your Hearts, as he 
2nified to his Servant John, Behold I ſtand at the Door and knock, 
If any man hear my Voice, and open the Door, I will come in to him, 
nd will ſap with him, ana he with me, Rev. 3. 20, 
Therefore be not like the Deaf-Adder,do not ſhut your Ears 
gainſt the Voice and Call of Chriſt ; but hearken and hear, and 
or Souls ſhall lize;, Leſt GoM's Spirit ceaſe ſtriving with you, 
nd he turn his back of you, and give you up to your own 
earts Luſt, to go on in your Abominations and Rebellion, as- 
ellels of Wrath fitted for DeſtruQtion. And when Death looks 
7ou in the Face, and you come to lie upon a dying-Bed, "and alt” 
your pleaſures vanilh, and. you are left in a miſerable Condition, 
OW, under 
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unagthe Wrath and heavy diſpleaſure of Godzthen you nay call, but he wiy] 
nor heawt ta may Cry, but he will not Anſwer, becauſe whes he called, y 
cwad{nathefgs 3 Therefore the Lord will Laugh at yaug Calamity, and wi 
112Q Qvur Fear comes, ex 6 ys 
OM that = Thigh prevail with the tmhabitants of this poor Natidn, to:Ceaſe 
Learn 10 do well; and that all both high and low,would fear God z 
beginning of true Wiſdom : And would ſubmit to the! Teachings ov 
hah&vek in thernſelves; for that would teach them both to deny Ungodlineſs 
«worldly Luſts, and alſo to live a Righteous, Sober and Godly Life in this 
preſent evil World ? And there is nothing will ever make this Nation happy 
but a real and ſincere Reperrance and Amendment of Life: Nor ſhe \ 
ver be fetled in true and laſting peace, tillthe Current of Iniquity 1s fe 
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and the Land purged from that Ungodlineſs and Profaneueſs that abounds init 
For if mea will not humble themſelves,while God in Mercy ſtrives with them: 
but will ſet up themſelves in that which God has determined to pull downz- he 
will humble them in his Wrath, and will brgke them to pieces in his ſore Dif- 
pleaſure. 

And therefcre let every one,High and Low,from the King upon the Throne 
tothe meaneſt in the Land,7urn roGod,and do Judgment and Juſtice; Relieve 
the Opprefled, and judge the Cauſe of the Widow and Fathetlets :* Andet al 
Pride aid Ambition, and Covetouſneſs, Self-ſeehing and Exceis ceaſe, and” le 
Strife and Variance; and Prejudice, and Bitternefs come to an end. And dil. 
courage al Evil in its appearance, of what nature or kind ſvever it is, . and in 
whom ſoevee it appears 3, without Partiality or Reſpe& to Perſons; -and_en- 
copagrevons and Holineſs of all hands ; Then ſhall Peace and Tranquility 

y andthe Name of God, that hath lorig beer! diſttonovred, ſhall be Re- 
nowned, and Love to God, and Good. will ove to another abound, - which are 
the Fflefts cf true Chriſtianity. | | k<* 

©'Andtbat this Reformation and Thorrow and. Effeftual Change may be 
wrought amongſt all, beſore God's long-ſuflering and Patience come'to an 
end, that pure Religion may not only be talked of, but put in praffice by all, 
that the Name of God may be honoured, ant the Repute of the Chrif jan Rc1i- 
Lion regained, which hath been Reproachedand Defamed by the ſcandalou 
Livesof thoſe that have Profeſledit, are the hearty Defiresgang Prayers 0 
my Soul to.the Lord God of Heaven and Earth. 


_ Who am a Well -wiſtcr to the Souls of all the S.ns and D SG 
TL of Men through the whole World,” © 72 \ 
"Written in Lender,” a t __ Y ect | 

the Firſt day of tec  Willanm Bingley... | 
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